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Today's Discussion

Overview of the Atlas Project

Methodology

Exploring the Online Platform

Comparing Findings from the First 5 Countries

USA, Canada, Mexico, India, Argentina

The Future of Atlas

Strengthening Food Donation During COVID-19
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*separate presentation to follow



WHAT'S THE ISSUE? 

An estimated 1.3 billion tons of food is lost or
wasted globally and more than 820 million people

suffer from hunger.



A CRITICAL SOLUTION

is to adopt clear and comprehensive laws and
regulations for food donation.



TO IDENTIFY AND ANALYZE

Legal guides: provides an overview of the frameworks
most relevant to food donation
Policy recommendations: highlights opportunities to fill
gaps
Executive summaries: synthesizes major findings
Interactive map: easily compares policies across countries 

We Teamed Up with GFN 

National laws related to food donations and the most
common legal barriers in 15 countries.

TO CREATE



Select country with
input from GFN

Methodology
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Connect with
 in-country food

 bank organizations
and ask them to

partner

Conduct extensive
legal & policy

research

Visit country 
& interview

stakeholders

Consult with
 in-country legal

experts & partners



The FLPC team met with the Daily Bread team in Canada
in Novemeber 2019.

CANADA
In June 2019, the FLPC team visited La Plata Food Bank in
Argentina. 

ARGENTINA



Legal Issues

Food Safety Date Labeling Liability 

Tax Incentives
 & Barriers

Requirements 
& Penalties

Govt. Grants 
& Incentives



HUMANITIES

The Deliverables
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Food Safety 

Policy Area

No policy: Food safety laws and
regulations do not reference food
donation.

Weak policy: Food safety laws
and regulations offer sporadic
reference to food donation but
offer no clear guidance.  

Strong policy: Food safety laws
and regulations streamline and
promote food donation through
clear, distinct requirements and
guidance for food donors and
recovery organizations.

Food Safety
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Spotlight: India 

Food Safety
In 2019, established Regulations for the
Recovery and Distribution of Surplus
Food: 

Explicitly states that food may be
donated and set specific safety,
handling, and distribution
requirements for donated food

 Recommendation (1 of 3)

Amend India's Food Safety and Standards
Act to feature a donation-specific section

FLPC team visited India in  Jan. 2020



Liability Protection
No policy: No law offers liability
protection for donors and food recovery
organizations.

Weak policy: Law provides liability
protection, but is not fully inclusive of all
donation models (see below).

Strong policy: Law provides liability
protection and the following apply:

protections are available for both food
donors and food recovery
organizations
protections available for donation or
distribution of past-date
protections available for alternative
models of food donation

Liability Protection
 

Policy Area
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Spotlight on Liability Protection

United States
Since 1996, the Bill Emerson Good Samaritan Food
Donation Act (Emerson Act) has provided comprehensive
liability protections against both civil and criminal
lawsuits for food donors and recovery organizations.

Argentina 
Argentina amended the Food Donation Law in 2018 to
include a new liability protection provision, contained in
Article 9 of the Food Donation law. It extends to food
donors and recovery organizations that receive and
equitably distribute free donations of food to those in
need.



Tax Incentives

In some countries, the
application of certain

taxes to donated food,
such as the value-added

tax (VAT), can create a
barrier to donation.

Policy Area

Tax Barriers



Date Labeling

Policy Area

No policy: No mandatory policy
requiring standard date label language
or clarifying that most labels are for
quality.

Weak policy: Mandatory policy
standardizes date labels for certain
foods, and one or both apply:

No clear differentiation between
quality-based vs. safety-based
labels.
No clear permission to donate
food after the quality-based date.  

Strong policy: Mandatory standard
date labeling policy that also features:

Clear differentiation between
quality-based v. safety-based
labels.
Clear permission to donate after
the quality-based date.

Date Labeling



Donation Requirements
No policy: No donation
requirements or penalities are
imposed on supply chain actors.

Weak policy: Donation
requirements are imposed on
certain supply chain actors at the
state or local level or organic waste
bans and waste recycling laws are
enacted at a state or local level.  

Strong policy: Donation
requirements are imposed on
certain supply chain actors at a
national level or organic waste bans
and waste recycling laws are
enacted at a national level. 

Donation Requirements 

Policy Area



Gov't Grants & Incentives
No policy: No federal plans,
programs, or policies allocate funding
to support food recovery.

Weak policy: Grants or funding are
available, but issues around criteria,
communication, and sustainability (see
below).

Strong policy: Grants or funding for
food loss and waste prevention or
promotion of food recovery are
available, and the following apply: 

Clear criteria for allocating funds
or distributing among eligible
applicants
Funding opportunities are made
known to and accessible to
relevant applicants
Available funding is sustainable
and sufficient to support desired
activities

Grants & Incentives

Policy Area
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The Future of the Atlas

Upcoming Countries 
Chile
Colombia
Costa Rica
Dominican Republic
France
Guatemala
Peru
Singapore
South Africa
United Kingdom

Issue Briefs



Connect with us! 

The Global Food Donation Policy Atlas was made possible
through funding by the Walmart Foundation. The findings,
conclusions, and recommendations presented on this website
and in materials contained therein are those of the Harvard Law
School Food Law and Policy Clinic alone and do not necessarily
reflect the opinions of the Walmart Foundation.

 CONTACT INFO
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CHECK OUT THE ATLAS MAP
Website Link:
https://atlas.foodbanking.org/

Email: ebroad@law.harvard.edu 

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA
Twitter: @harvardflpc, @broademily 
Instagram: @harvardflpc
Email: flpc@law.harvard.edu
Sign up for our newsletter: 
http://www.chlpi.org/flpc


