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Webinar Goals

Today’s web conference is part of our multi-session series focused on topics in law 
and policy related to food waste, food recovery, and food donation.

Goals: 
• Understand concerns and challenges regarding the design and implementation 
of national food waste strategies;

• Learn of best practices from around the world in using national strategies to 
reduce rates of food waste and encourage food redistribution;

• Discuss policy considerations to encourage the adoption of national strategies 
worldwide.



Atlas Project Goals

IDENTIFY AND ANALYZE LAWS

Share relevant laws, common legal barriers in 25+ countries.

RECOMMEND POLICY CHANGE

Tailored for each country to achieve stronger, more sustainable food donation operations.

GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT

Though an online, interactive atlas tool that allows for comparison between countries; 

through webinars and conferences.

TAILORED TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

Strategic engagements with in-country partners on policy implementation.



Legal Issues

Food Safety Date Labeling Liability 

Tax Incentives

 & Barriers

Requirements 

& Penalties

Govt. Grants 

& Incentives

Food Waste 

Law & Policy 

Harvard Law School Food Law and Policy Clinic 





Harvard Law School Food Law and Policy Clinic

•Date Labeling

•Liability Protection

•Tax Incentives

•Food Safety

•Food Waste Deterrence Policies

•COVID Response (2-part series)

•National Strategies (Release Tomorrow)

•Emissions Reporting (Release Tomorrow)

•Carbon Accounting (Coming Soon)

•Government Grants + Incentives (Coming Soon)

ISSUE BRIEFS

Explore Key Policy Issues



Turning to Our Session

Discuss best practices, challenges, and opportunities regarding 
national strategies to address food waste, food recovery
Moderated discussion with speakers
Open floor discussion amongst all speakers and attendees
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Moderator

Ambassador Ertharin Cousin, Founder and 

CEO Food Systems for the Future; 

Managing Director Good Food 

Opportunity Fund; Distinguished Fellow 

Chicago Council on Global Affairs; 

Visiting Scholar Stanford University Center-

Food Security and Environment

Speakers

Lana Coppolino Suárez, Associate Manager 

in the Materials Management Branch, The 

Environmental Protection Agency, USA

Pete Pearson, Senior Director, Food Loss and 

Waste, World Wildlife Fund, USA

Sarah Pennell, Chief Operating Officer, 

Foodbank Australia

Valentina Huepe Follert, Circular Economy 

Office, Ministry of the Environment, 

Government of Chile (prerecorded message)



Draft National Strategy for 

Reducing Food Loss and Waste 

and Recycling Organics

Development Process  

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Sustainable Management of Food

April 23, 2024

Global Food Donation Policy Atlas Webinar Series
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Federal Interagency Collaboration 

to Reduce Food Loss and Waste



•66 million tons of 
wasted food was 
generated in the food 
retail, food service, and 
residential sectors.

•Most of this waste was 
sent to landfills.

Food Waste in the U.S.

Source: https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-03/2019%20Wasted%20Food%20Report_508_opt_ec.pdf

Distribution of Wasted Food Generation 
from the Food Retail, Food Service, and 

Residential Sectors (2019)

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-03/2019%20Wasted%20Food%20Report_508_opt_ec.pdf


Strategy Milestones Timeline

 April 2019 – EPA, USDA, FDA Fiscal Year 2019-2020 Federal 
Interagency Strategy to reduce food waste, prioritizing six action 
areas in which to coordinate efforts.

 External Partner Input (e.g., ReFED Roadmap, US FLW Policy Action 
Plan)

 November 2021 – National Recycling Strategy posted

 December 2021 – Key FLW External Partner Input Meeting 

 December 2022 – Biden-Harris Administration led an Interagency 
Policy Committee kick off 

 May 2023 – Draft National Strategy to Prevent Plastic Pollution 
released for public comment

 December 2023 - Draft National Strategy for Reducing Food Loss and 
Waste and Recycling Organics released for public comment



External Partner Input
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Support for Building a More Circular Economy



From Internal Draft to… Public Release DRAFT

 March – May 2022, Multi-Agency Strategy Drafted

 May – September 2022, Administration Review

 Response to interagency and administration comments

 December 2022, Launch of a Biden-Harris Administration Food Loss 

and Waste Interagency Policy Committee

 October 2023, restarted interagency review of the draft strategy

 December 2023, Draft strategy announced and posted

 Federal Register Notice, 60-day Public Comment Period

 Communication Plan ➔ web content, press release

 All products requiring interagency review



Draft National Strategy for 
Reducing Food Loss and Waste 
and Recycling Organics

Objectives

1. Prevent the loss of food. 

2. Prevent the waste of food. 

3. Increase the recycling rate for all organic 
waste.

4. Support policies that incentivize and 
encourage food loss and waste prevention 
and organics recycling.



Next Steps

 Interagency review of over 10,000 comments 

received during the public comment period

 Anticipated release later this year



Resources related to Donation

 EPA Sustainable Management of Food

 Food Donation Basics

 Excess Food Opportunities Map

 USDA Food Loss and Waste

 Donating

 FDA Food Loss and Waste

 Key Steps for Donating Food – For Retail Food Establishments

 Food Donation Improvement Act

 On Jan. 5, 2023, President Biden signed into law the Food Donation Improvement Act (FDIA). 
The bipartisan bill passed in the Senate by unanimous consent and in the House by voice 
vote at the end of December. President Biden signed bill S5329 into law.

 The FDIA amended the Bill Emerson Good Samaritan Food Donation Act.

https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food
https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food/food-donation-basics
https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food/excess-food-opportunities-map
https://www.usda.gov/foodlossandwaste
https://www.usda.gov/foodlossandwaste/donating
https://www.fda.gov/food/consumers/food-loss-and-waste
https://www.fda.gov/food/retail-food-industryregulatory-assistance-training/key-steps-donating-food-retail-food-establishments
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fbriefing-room%2Flegislation%2F2023%2F01%2F05%2Fpress-release-bills-signed-h-r-680-h-r-897-h-r-1082-h-r-1154-h-r-1917-h-r-7939-s-450-s-989-s-1294-s-1402-s-1541-s-1942-s-2333-s-2834-s-3168-s-3308-s-3405-s-35%2F&data=05%7C01%7CSuarez.Lana%40epa.gov%7C82a13a407b5a47ae079c08db3a0b8fba%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C638167593550718956%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mfIeMIB99QfGBkoPTVQiVmLZFO1uduS2LR7Yyfw1cug%3D&reserved=0
xhttps://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/6251#:~:text=This%20bill%20expands%20liability%20protections,of%20food%20and%20grocery%20products.&text=that%20is%20donated%20directly%20to,or%20institution%20of%20higher%20education.


https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food/wasted-food-scale 

https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food/wasted-food-scale


Thank You

SMMFood@epa.gov
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WWF Work Is Global
WWF is the Largest multinational conservation organization in the world. 

We have a presence in 100 countries. 

WWF Offices

WWF Affiliates



Photo: BOS Foundation / Vier Pfoten

70% of biodiversity loss is due 
to food & agriculture production



HOSPITALITY
TOURISM

RESTAURANTS
FOOD SERVICE

RETAIL
GROCERY FARMS SCHOOLS

Food Loss/Waste Strategy





Colombian Software-as-a-

Service (SaaS) that enables 

surplus food matching 

between food producers, 

retailers and foodbanks

$250K investment, to support

• Preparation for 2024 

Series A

• Improvements in 

technology & platform

• Scale pilots across 

Mexico & LAC region Photo Credit: Fundación Saciar

First Food Circularity Investment



Harvard Law School Food Law and Policy Clinic 

ATLAS PROJECT

Website Link:

https://atlas.foodbanking.org/ 

JOIN UPCOMING WEBINARS

Emissions & Food Waste Reporting:

May 16th, 2024

Government Grants & Incentives: 

June 2024

https://atlas.foodbanking.org/


atlas.foodbanking.org
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Thank you!
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